Accidental overdose of mitoxantrone in three patients.
Mitoxantrone is a new effective antineoplastic agent with activity against a wide range of tumors. Compared with the anthracycline drugs doxo- and daunorubicin, it exhibits a clearly lower toxicity and, most importantly, a reduced cardiotoxicity. The analysis of the side-effects recorded after accidental overdosage of the drug gives additional insight into its tolerability. Here we describe our observations in three patients who inadvertently received 100 mg m-2 (two pts) and 183 mg m-2 (one pt) as single slow bolus injections. The main side-effects were moderate nausea and vomiting, shaking chills, and profound but reversible neutro- and thrombocytopenia. There was no immediate cardiac toxicity. One patient with extensive previous daunomycin exposure developed congestive heart failure after 4 months. Two patients were not evaluable for late cardiac complications because of early death due to tumor progression.